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1z Jitector of Training and Education
SUBJIECT : Hichel Thomus lethod of Langusge Learning
REFLRENCE: Letter to ICI from Wesley W. Posvar, dated

& January 14981

1. Last spring e Languaze School of the Office of Traimiug anu
Education became aware of the Michel Thomas iHethod of Language ieariiig
throsgh publicity presented at professional conferences. In ssy 13.0,
. Thowas was invited to the Language School to explain and discuss
ids teaching wethods, The coasensus of the instructors aad profess.o.al
iinguists from the Language School who interviewed him is in sharp oou-
trast with Chaucellor Posvar's ispression of the Thomas teschin,
techmigue.

2. The Language ochool was skeptical about Mr. Thozas' succes.
rate aud asked hin for a list of studeats in the Washington ares wi
nad been trained by ais method. With his permission, oral proficiec,
tests were aduinistered to eight Freuch, Spanish and German trained
persoas. Nou® demonstrated proficiencies approschning his claims.

Mr. Charles E. Morin, referrcd to in Chancellor Posvar's letter, was aa
eathusiastic proponent of the methiod but a reluctant conversaticual.st.

3. The Languaze chool also contacted the Defense Language
Institute (DLI} in Mouterey and was advised that Mr. Thomas has con ucted
a two-week demonstration prograw for them. ULI's respomse to tie metuod
was quite negative. ho further segotiations were conducted by 1Ll with
Mr. Thomas.

4. Un tie basis of a serious and specific examination by the
Lagguage School of Mr. Thomas' method and claims, we informwed hiv. i
letter dated 26 November 1980 that we had no further interest 1. ,u.-
suing a joint effort in language trainiug.
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SUBJECT: Michel Tiamias iethod of Language Learnin:

5 e fﬂt.l caxrideat, on the vasis of professional judgeent ana
practical inquiry, that the dichel [nomas ketiind does not serve too
iangusge learning needs of cur school.
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